EDITORIAL                                          No.  60       September & October 2005

No. 60, eh? A ‘Sapphire’ edition. It marks the completion of ten years of Willand Magazines, which started as a folded A3 piece of paper and since then, many volunteers have submitted snippets and articles. Astra Printing Group continue to produce the finished article which seems to be one of the best around and another thirty six people go out in all weathers to deliver it to your door. I still have a waiting list for people who want to advertise on a regular basis so I think we could be ‘in business’ for another 60.

Peace is not just the absence of war, it is the presence of justice.
THANK YOU
Many thanks to everyone who sent cards, messages and enquiries to me during the past twelve months – they have meant a very great deal.                 Garry Still
GLADYS MAY GODFREY    1916  –  2005

Gladys, a lifelong Willand person, lived during her early years with her parents in Church Cottages and, like most of the village youngsters of the time, used to cycle to work at the Culm Leather Dressing Company, on the site of the now Alexandria Industrial Estate in Cullompton. This was co-owned by the Vicary family, who lived at The Laurels, who also ran the local scout group. The guide group was run by Miss Nora Course and if you were in either the scouts or guides, you were more or less assured of a job at Culm Leather or Drevon & Brown, the glove makers, which was your introduction to the world of employment. Wages started at ten shillings per week for working 8.00am to 5.00pm, (which included Saturday mornings), for 14 year old school leavers. Gladys used to work in the office as a secretary.

She was a Willand Parish Councillor for many years and Chairman for around twelve. She was a member of the Willand United Charities and she and her husband George were the instigators of the Willand Folk Dance Club. They organised visits to the German village of Vesterveseda, which in turn visited Willand, from which many lasting friendships materialised. Gladys was also a keen member of the Garden Club and a staunch supporter of the Methodist Chapel next door to where she lived. Anyone coming to Willand would soon get to know Gladys, who was an institution in her own right, and she will be greatly missed by so many people.                                                               John Spearing
George and the late Gladys’ family would like to express their sincere thanks everyone who has been involved in Gladys’ welfare during the extended period of her illness, to all who attended the church services, for your prayers and loving thoughts, cards and kind messages of sympathy during their recent sad loss.

Experience is a great teacher but a great teacher is better.

WILLAND YOUTH CLUB
The Youth Club is still here with a few changes and additions. We did have to postpone our original AGM in May but then, with a news item in the Gazette and a plea to our youth’s parents, a new committee was formed on the 14th of June at a rescheduled AGM. We would like to thank all our new committee members and all the offers of help for our events and evenings. Many thanks once again to our loyal supporters at our Coffee Morning on Sat. 16th July, raising over £80

It’s always nice to see some fresh faces joining our exciting Youth Club Sessions for just 40p.  Where else can you have so much fun for so little? Why not join us on:      

Mondays for over 13 years, 7pm till 9pm

           Wednesdays for 5 to 10 years, 6pm to 7.30pm or 

           Thursdays for 10 years to 13 years 6pm to 8pm

Did you know you can hire the Youth Club Hall with our bounce Mat or for a Disco or just the hall itself? Our rates for the hall only, on an hourly basis are £7.50, £35.00 for 2 hours with the bounce Mat or £45.00 for 2 hours with a Disco

By the time you get to read this you will have enjoyed a really hot summer (hopefully) and you can look forward to joining us possibly at an evening session or our monthly Discos.  For details, contact Pam on 38413 or Julie on 829061  

                                            Julie Lester, Secretary, 12 Somerlea, 01884 829061 
A helping hand is worth more than a thousand words of advice.

FAMILY FUN AT ANNUAL FETE
Archery, belly dancers and a jazz band are just some of the entertainments you can expect at Hospiscare’s annual fete on the 3rd of September, in the grounds of Wonford House, Dryden Road, Exeter.  Ian Brass, from BBC Radio Devon will be opening the event at 12 noon, Crealy petting zoo will be joining the fun, along with belly dancers, Morris dancers, a jazz band and an archery shoot! As well as traditional competitions, raffles and stalls, don’t forget to leave room for the barbeque, cream teas, ploughman’s and ice cream! 

It’s set to be a fun-packed afternoon in aid of your local hospice charity, who provide support for the terminally ill across Exeter, Mid and East Devon.   Contact Amy Griffiths on  01392 688012 for further information.
WILLAND HISTORY GROUP

This year’s Coffee Morning and Willand History Exhibition will be held on Saturday, October 22nd at the Village Hall, from 10.00am to midday. The exhibition will focus on the social life of the village right up to the present day, from carnivals to coronations and dances to disco’s, or even just a night down the pub with a few ciders. Do you have any memories or even photos of such occasions that we could use in the Exhibition and record for the Willand Archive? It could involve a pint at the Railway Hotel or the Halfway House, a do up at the Verbeer Manor (or a drunken night at the Blazers night-club!), a function held at the Village Hall, or going back even further at the Assembly Rooms (knocked down for the motorway).  Can you remember the Willand carnivals that were once popular in the village or one of the Royal celebrations? If so, please come along and share your memories over a cup of tea and a biscuit. There will be computer scanning equipment on hand to scan any photos or documents you may have, so that they can be immediately returned to you on the day and of course, there will be the usual draw. We will also have a number of school or club photos on display and hope to put names to many of the faces we do not know. We would welcome anyone who would like to run their own ‘table-top’ sale at the coffee morning, or would like to contribute to the exhibition in any way. If you would like to get in touch with the History Group, please call John Crocker on 01884 35589 or myself on 250057.

There has been an excellent response to the ‘Willand in 1939’ article in the last magazine. Thank you to everyone who phoned up with extra information about Willand 50 or 60 years ago. For example, an early Willand business was Weston Biscuits, who had a depot opposite the industrial estate (which later became Mole Valley Farmers). There was a Lloyd Maunders butcher’s shop where One-Stop now is (previously Scott’s News) and next door, on the corner, was another shop run by Mrs Bennett. The Fish & Chip shop further down Station Road has also being going for several decades and was originally owned by a Mr Keane.

Information has been received about a number of people who lived and worked in the parish. There was Frank Prizeman, the motor mechanic, who preceded the Spearing’s, working on the site of Willand Garage when it was little more than a galvanized shack. Also Mr Chick, the carpenter, who had a saw bench and a few sheds in a field in the area where Fir Close and South View were built. Nearby, or possibly on the same spot, there was a hut that was used by the Boy Scouts (do you have any memories of being a member of the Willand Scouts or Guides?). There was also a man called Jack Weston, who lived in the terraced cottages behind the old Railway Hotel and was something of a local character. He had a motor bike with a sidecar which he converted to hold a large box and he would drive down to the coast, possibly Exmouth, to fill the box with freshly caught fish, which in turn he would sell in the Willand area. At the weekend, he would clean out the box and fill it with the Sunday newspapers to deliver locally. 

The original proprietor of the Willand Café (this is still a restaurant at the Esso Garage) was Mr Edwin Maunder, a brother of Lloyd Maunder, the founder of the meat processing firm. Edwin was tragically killed in 1932 when he was hit by a lorry on the road in front of the premises, whilst he was driving sheep. His wife Sarah Ann Maunder took over the Café, which was later run by their twin daughters Phyllis and Enys. Further along the road was Rydon House, owned by Mr Eric Batten, who had served as an officer in the Somerset Light Infantry during the Second World War and was married to another daughter of Edwin Maunder. In 1973, the house was rebuilt as an exact replica further along the road to make way for the M5 motorway. Although outside the parish, it was also brought to my attention that there used to be a pub at Stag Corner, on the road to Kentisbeare, called the Stag & Hounds. This was at a time when cider was sold at a penny a pint, affordable to local farm labourers.  If you have any other memories to add, please call me on 01884 250057.                      James Morrison
The only really dumb questions are the ones 

you don’t have the courage to ask.

COUNTY-WIDE MAP OF BUS SERVICES 
Devon County Council's free Devon bus map, published annually, is now available, providing residents and visitors with details of almost all local bus services and rail routes in the county. For all timetable enquiries, call Traveline South West on 0870 608 2 608.   DevonBus publications may be obtained by phoning DevonBus on 01392 382800, by e-mail to devonbus@devon.gov.uk or by visiting the website at www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus  Phone calls I’ve had since the article on the subject in the last issue suggest what I was told is not necessarily true, also that some people have told the bus companies there are too many buses trying to thread themselves through the Old Village. Perhaps we can ignore this ‘hot potato’ and take as gospel what these new publications tell us?   No, I didn’t think so, either.  Ed.
Failure is more frequently from want of energy than want of capital.

WILLAND VILLAGE HALL

One of our trustees, Shirley Hebdon, died in July, following a long battle against cancer. Shirley had been an excellent trustee for the Hall for several years. She was always a very willing worker, giving her help with a cheerful smile and will be sadly missed.

Our caretaker, Terry Chapman, has been using the summer break to brighten up the side rooms by giving them a new coat of paint. We are very grateful to him for this additional work he is doing.  By the time you read this, we will have had the new toilets fitted in the main hall. Apologies for any inconvenience (excuse the pun!) caused during the refurbishment – we aimed to have the work done at the time of fewest bookings. Please make sure you go in through the correct door now as the ladies and gents have changed sides, so there was enough room for a specialist disabled unit. We are grateful to Uffculme Environmental Trust for providing more than 50% of the cost of this project and to the Parish Council for underwriting the grant. The work has still cost the Hall several thousand pounds, so our coffers are quite depleted at present. We have a coffee morning planned for Saturday, 1st October, so hope you will support us there to help build up our funds to start work on refurbishing the kitchen.

Mary Isaac is continuing her good work with the monthly whist drives, which are helping enormously with Hall funds. The whist drives are attended mostly by people outside the village – it would be encouraging if more village residents went along. This year the dates have been a bit erratic as we already had some bookings arranged, but in 2006 they will always be on the fourth Monday of the month, except for December. 

The Hall is still collecting newspapers for recycling – another good source of revenue. Please take yours along to the shed at the end of the Village Hall car park. It is open each day, except Saturday, from 9.00 to 5.00. It would be helpful if you could tie up bundles of paper or put them in cardboard boxes, as we have to remove plastic carrier bags before taking the papers to the Mill.

We still have five table tennis tables, nets, bats and balls in the Hall. If anyone is interested in starting up the Club again, or even in just hiring the tables for an hour or two, please contact Tony Wills, our Secretary, on 34782.

Don’t ask for a light burden – ask for a strong back.

NO “LOST ORCHARD EXHIBITION” THIS YEAR.
This year, there will not be an Art & Craft exhibition in the Church Hall due to a clash of dates. Devon County Council has arranged a county-wide “Nine Days of Art” festival during September and I shall be taking part in this venture with my friend and fellow artist Claire Western. Our venue for this will be Claire’s home just outside Kentisbeare between September 17th & 25th from 10.00am to 5.00pm daily.  There will be a series of signboards to take you from Willand to Pirzwell St. John and the idea behind the festival is for members of the public to have the opportunity to meet the artists on their home ground and to see their work. I do hope to see you there!                                                                            Jo Haldane

The reward of a thing well done is to have done it.

BRIGHTENING THE LIVES OF BLIND CHILDREN

Visually impaired children will have all the fun experiences that most children take for granted – and more – thanks to a new fundraising lottery launched at the West of England School for children with little or no sight. 

The School’s president, Lady Arran, launched the Lottery with the Lord Mayor of Exeter (who has chosen the school as his charity of the year). ‘Blind children need fun in their lives,’ said Lady Arran. ‘Being blind is particularly difficult for a young person. There’s no earthly reason why they can’t do the same as sighted children, but they need support and encouragement and that needs money.’

Eighty per cent of what we learn is visual, so visually impaired children find it more difficult to learn about the world around them. You can’t just tell them about the beach, they need to experience it for themselves: feel the sand between their toes, hear the waves breaking, paddle at the edge of the sea and feel the water advance and retreat.  While local education authorities pay for the children’s education, they don’t fund the extras, which are so vital in helping visually impaired children become more confident and independent.

The school has set up a weekly lottery to raise funds for its Out and About Fund. Playing the WES Lotto costs just £1 per week – thirty five prizes are distributed each week worth a total of £1,500, with a top prize of £1,000. Players can pay by standing order, cheque or, in some areas there is a doorstep cash collection. The School is currently looking for Recruiters to help sign up new members. A commission is payable on each new member signed up.  ‘Playing the WES Lotto helps a child to be confident and free,’ said Cllr Peter Wadham, Lord Mayor of Exeter. ‘I’m dying for this to work, but we need help to recruit players.’

The school aims to recruit 3,000 regular players before the first draw in October. It is looking for individuals to sign up and for Recruiters who will encourage others to join.  ‘Recruiters earn a commission on every new member they sign up. It’s a flexible way to earn a bit extra: selling tickets to colleagues at work, friends or neighbours. There is also an employed package for those who wish to treat it as a job’.

Kieran Wiley is one of the children who have benefited from the extra curricula activities at the school. He has won medals for swimming and is also keen on archery. ‘This year I have done archery, football, swimming and gone on a ski trip to Colorado. When I came here, I was scared of the water and would not go near it. Now I have got my confidence up thanks to the school,’ he says.

‘The different trips I have been on are totally unbelievable and this has boosted my confidence. Without the school pushing me and encouraging me to interact with others I wouldn’t have got up the courage to go onto mainstream college and independent living when I leave.’

The West of England School and College for children with little or no sight takes children aged 2 to 22 from across the Westcountry and beyond. Each child is referred by their Local Education Authority which pays a set fee to cover basic teaching and care. However, this fee does not cover the provision of the specialist equipment which is so vital to the school’s provision.

The School wants to be able to offer every child the wide variety of experience that many people take for granted. Being able to experience canoeing, abseiling, visiting a farm or many other activities makes a huge difference to a child’s education.  The School now has a fundraising programme to raise money for the Out and About Fund. This includes community events and challenges, corporate sponsorship, regular giving programmes and the WES Lotto which aims to recruit 3,000 players for the first draw in October 2005.  Readers who wish to play the WES Lotto for Blind Children can telephone 01392 434874, email lotto@westengland.org.uk or write to The Lottery Department, the West of England School and College, FREEPOST (SWB 30200), Exeter EX1 1AZ. 
Look not at what you have lost but what you have left.

MAGAZINE ADVERTISING
There’s a waiting list for people wishing to advertise in our Magazine. Space only becomes available when someone doesn’t renew, so where I can, I’ll include an article from those people ‘waiting in the wings’. Another in the queue is:-
THE GEORGE INN, UFFCULME

Paul and Heather have now been resident in The George for 8 months and much has been said about the "old" George Inn but they would like to assure customers of a new clean and relaxed environment, whether you decide to have a meal or just pop in for a drink. There is a non smoking dining room serving good home made meals and Sunday roast (bookings advisable).Vegetarian meals are a speciality and food is also served in the bar.
Regular music events are now taking place in the function room, including Jeremy Huggett's ‘Band of Gold’, who will be appearing on the 1st Friday of every month starting in October, So, if you’re a jazz fan, that will be for you. The function room with a bar is also available for private hire. For more information, please contact Paul or Heather on 01884 841903.

It is wise to keep in mind that no success or failure

 is necessarily permanent.

CAMEO
Our July meeting had only 30 members present as eight members of the singles group were away on holiday. Jill Hayhoe was in the chair and the secretary read the retiring chairman's letter of resignation - she is moving to Norfolk.
The diners club outing to Holywell Lake was discussed and transport arranged. The list of food for the dinner at the August meeting was available for members to add their contributions.  Ladies were asked to be ready for the quiz by forming groups of four. The October coffee morning was briefly discussed, so that we could start thinking how we could contribute. Our speaker was Miss Peggy Cook who spoke of her experiences in choirs. She herself had started singing in the church at the age of four. She had many anecdotes of church and other choirs including several years with Cadbury's in Birmingham. We then formed two groups to sing a favourite hymn as a round, this was fun if not a great musical triumph!  After the usual tea and biscuits, for our social time we each spoke of our favourite song or other piece of music. Kath Thomas was the only one brave enough to sing, so she was judged the best. Jill Hayhoe won the flower of the month and first prize in the draw went to Jean Foster. We ended the meeting by singing a hymn.


We started in August by mentioning the death of Shirley Hebdon, she had been a popular and active member and several of us had been to her funeral.
After this sad beginning we were glad to move on to a brief business meeting, covering the diners, other outings, the summer fair and then Betty spoke of the singles group activities. This group is an offshoot of CAMEO, and is open to any member who for any reason is living alone. They meet on one Sunday afternoon in each others houses for a cup of tea and a chat and a good laugh. There are about twenty members at present and they enjoy Christmas Parties with a buffet lunch and party games in one of the member’s houses and Christmas lunch out in a restaurant. In the summer they have a picnic meeting and a garden visit and arrange an annual holiday which is really enjoyed as it is often difficult to go away when you have no one to go with. This year they went to a hotel in Cheshire. They went on a shopping spree to the Trafford Shopping Mall on one day, the next saw them in Chester, where they visited a museum where each room depicted a different room in a Victorian House. They enjoyed a hilarious game of putting - or was it hockey?  On the last day of the holiday they went to Nantwich, a lovely little town, with predominantly black and white houses and a busy market. They had a wonderful time in spite of cold winds and torrential rains. They have already decided where to go next year. (I believe they have to go to a different hotel because they cause so much noise, laughing and shifting chairs to play cards in their rooms that no-one will have them twice!). We then proceeded to the supper, which members had contributed. As usual on these occasions, there was too much food and we all ate too much. Then we had a quiz devised by Bobby and Jean, with a small prize for the winning teams. We had had a very enjoyable evening, which ended at 9.30pm.                                    Phyllis Vernon
The afternoon knows what the morning never suspected.
WILLAND ALLOTMENT  ASSOCIATION

What an interesting climate we live in! After a relatively mild Winter, and the ploughing and rotovating have been done, we looked forward to a pleasant Spring. What did we get? A dry April and a cold May!  This led to a number of seed failures, particularly small seeded things like carrots, lettuce and parsnips. At last the season has caught up and the last two months have seen good growth on most things, with tomatoes, courgettes, lettuces, sweet corn and squashes particularly enjoying the alternating showers and bursts of sun.

As we go to press, we are anticipating our barbecue to be held on the field on Saturday next, August 13th. This is later than we have normally held them but this should give us the opportunity to use more of our own produce, abundant at this time of the year, to accompany the main items off the barbecue.

Although there is still a short waiting list of applicants for plots, there is always a steady turnover of plot-holders, so if you think you would like to put your name on the list, do please ‘phone38503 or 35561 to enrol.                         HORTICUS

CHANGES TO COMPOSTING REGULATIONS

Following persistent lobbying by Devon County Council and community composting groups, the County is delighted to learn that the Government have had second thoughts on implementing proposed changes to composting regulations.  The proposed regulations would have meant community composting groups having to pay steep fees to obtain a waste licence exemption from the Environment Agency. For more information on community composting groups and contacts visit www.dccn.org.uk                                                              D.C.C.
DEVON’S RECYCLING RATE BEATS GOVERNMENT TARGETS 

Devon has achieved a record recycling rate well in excess of the Government’s target. Last year, 33% of household waste was recycled or composted – a massive increase of 6% on the previous year’s total.                                                  D.C.C.
WILLAND PHARMACY
Thank you very much to all those who signed our petition for increased opening hours.  As from Monday, September 26th, our hours will be as follows:-

Monday to Thursday   -    9.00am to 3.15pm

Friday                          -    8.45am to 3.15pm

Saturday                      -    9.00am to 12.30pm

We look forward to seeing you at Gables Road Pharmacy, Willand.  01884 32604

                                                                                                               Joan Penny
DEVON AIR AMBULANCE

The Coffee Morning for the Trust, after paying the Village Hall rent (and next years deposit), raised the magnificent sum of £700, which, give or take a pound or two, was more or less the same as we raised last year. It goes without saying we all know what a grand job they do and we are now the only county to have two helicopters airborne.

Many people worked so very hard to raise this amount, sincere thanks to everyone who helped in any way, by donating goods, draw prizes, plants, cakes – the stalls were overflowing – and to you all for your generosity on the day. Such a wonderful effort by everyone. I needed more help, though, so if you’d like to help next year, please let me have your name – I’m already starting a list!

All the goods that weren’t sold were given to Age Concern & Scope charity shops.  Thank you again,                                                 Daphne Winter     35403

The only place where success comes before work is in a dictionary
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WHY NOT COME ALONG TO OUR FULL COUNCIL MEETINGS?

Willand Parish Council hold their Full Council Meetings on the second Thursday of each month in the Village Hall at 7.00pm.


Thursday    8  September 2005

                                          
Thursday  13  October 2005

 Thursday  10  November 2005

Thursday    8  December 2005

Why not come along and meet the Parish and District Councillors. 

 This is a great opportunity to ask the Council questions relating to your village.

                                                                                       Jane Oliver, Parish Clerk

Quality is a fashion that never goes out of date.
WILLAND DIARY

September

Thursday            1st     Methodist Church Coffee Morning
            10.00am

Thursday            1st     CAMEO,                                        W.V.H.               7.00pm  

Saturday             3rd    Hospiscare Annual Fete, Wonford House, Exeter         noon
Monday             5th     Culm District Flower Club             W.V.H.               2.15pm

Tuesday             6th        Willand Rovers Bingo                    W.V.H.               7.30pm

Thursday           8th     Over 60’s Club Harvest Meeting    W.V.H.               2.15pm

Saturday          10th     Over 60’s Club Coffee Morning     W.V.H.             10.15am

Tuesday           13th        British Legion Bingo                      W.V.H.               7.30pm

Monday           19th     Over 60’s Club Outing - W.S.M.& Burnham WVH  9.45am

Tuesday           20th    Willand Rovers Bingo                     W.V.H.               7.30pm

Saturday          24th    Willand Garden Club Coffee Morning   W.V.H. 10.15-11.30

Monday           26th    Willand Village Hall Whist Drive   W.V.H.               7.45pm

October
Saturday            1st    Willand Village Hall Coffee Morning  W.V.H. 10.15 –11.30

Saturday            1st    StopGAP Integrated Dance Company  W.V.H.          7.30pm

Monday            3rd     Culm District Flower Club                  W.V.H.           2.15pm

Tuesday            4th     Willand Rovers Bingo                         W.V.H.           7.15pm

Thursday          6th     Methodist Church Coffee Morning
                         10.00am

Thursday          6th     CAMEO                                               W.V.H.           7.00pm
Tuesday          11th       British Legion Bingo                            W.V.H.          7.30pm

Wednesday    12th    CUT-OFF FOR INPUT FOR THE NOVEMBER  MAG.

Thursday       13th      Over 60’s Club                                     W.V.H.           2.15am
Saturday         15th     CAMEO Coffee Morning for Marie Curie, W.V.H. 10.15am

Tuesday          18th    Willand Rovers Bingo                          W.V.H.           7.30pm

Saturday         22nd    Willand History Group Coffee Morning 

                                  And History Exhibition                        W.V.H.         10.00am

Monday          24th        Blood Donors                                       W.V.H.

Monday          24th    Over 60’s Club Outing – Otter Nurs. & Sidmouth    10.00am

Saturday         29th     Culm Valley Nurses Coffee Morning  W.V.H.   10.15-12.00

November
Tuesday          1st      Willand Rovers Bingo                          W.V.H.           7.30pm

Thursday        3rd      Methodist Church Coffee Morning
                         10.00am
Monday          7th      Culm District Flower Club                   W.V.H.           2.15pm

Tuesday          8th      British Legion Poppy Appeal Bingo    W.V.H.           7.30pm

Even if you’re on the right track, you’ll get run over 

if you just sit there. 
ST MARY’S CHURCH, WILLAND.

News of my retirement later this year has been public for a week or two as I write. I’ll keep my farewells until the next magazine, but if any of the friends we’ve made in my time in Willand would like to join us, I shall be celebrating the 40th anniversary of ordination on Sunday Sept. 25th. The service will take something of a ‘Desert Island Discs’ format and be held in the church hall at 10.30am. A friend who has known me since the 1950s will preach at the service.

Will Willand have another vicar? That all depends. It’s in the power of the people of Willand to make the answer ‘Yes’. If the best part of 200 people attend church each week – and give between them enough to fund the ministry, then ‘Yes’ can be the answer. When the national census was carried out, some 70% of the country declared themselves to be Christians. Now’s the time to make that identity count. 

On September 24th (Saturday) the church will be open for a Day of Prayer and Gifts. All who value the long term life, worship and work of St. Mary’s are invited to drop in for a few moments prayer, and to pledge some financial gift to fund the church’s ministry and witness.

There’s one gift we hope that someone out there might be able and willing to give to help us. The piano in our church hall is so poor that the piano tuner advises us not to waste money on having it tuned! If any of our readers has a decent piano they no longer want and would like to donate it to St. Mary’s, we would be most grateful.                                                                      Keith Horsfall, The Rectory
The most effective command is the one made to sound like a request.
DRUM IT HOME!  Do you want to make a 6000 mile journey?

No? – its OK, they are coming to us! Uffculme invites you to a week long festival welcoming the Karen people from Thailand and Burma (now Myanmar). A celebration of two cultures in a week packed with the key ingredients of FUN – music, dancing, food and drink.

Reach for your diaries NOW – note some of the 8 Days of events full of fascination and laughter. There really is something for everyone – watch out for...

Sunday 25th September 14.30pm at Uffculme School. “The launch!” - a taster of what is in store.

26th-30th  -  workshops and activities at Uffculme’s two schools.
Tuesday 27th  - Thursday 29th at Coldhabour Mill – the Burmese answer to low cost housing – come along and build your own traditional hut.

Wednesday 28th  - Harvest supper at Uffculme Village Hall.
Saturday 1st October - Notting Hill comes to Uffculme – An afternoon riot of colour, music and noise with a procession through the village to Factory Field (next to Coldhabour Mill) followed up with a full programme of entertainment. Meet in the Square at 15.00pm!

Sunday 2nd October A united Churches Festival at Uffculme Parish Church – a family celebration – Karen style!  For further information ring 01884 840494

Can you offer accommodation for our visitors? – We need you: phone 840415.
Information on the Karen People is on www.kagint.org
H       DOCTOR’S ORDERS -  ‘TIME FOR A CHANGE’ CAMPAIGN
Cathy McAnespie is the only female horology instructor in the south west of England, at The St Loye’s Foundation for the Disabled in Exeter.  She also runs her own clock repair business, ‘PrimeTime of Exeter’ and is well known locally as the BBC Radio Devon horology advice expert, ‘The Clock Doctor’.

We’ve all thought it - if only I’d made that choice instead of this one, what would I be doing now?  A decade after Cathy’s back injury and she has no doubt that she made the right choice by taking up horology…….from scratch!

If you think it’s time for a change, or perhaps circumstances have changed and you need to alter direction, then think about giving horology – the science of clock and watch making and repair – a go.  Cathy initially presented her case, so to speak, during a filmed piece about her achievements on ITV’s Westcountry News and more recently her ‘Time for a Change’ Campaign was launched on BBC Spotlight. This is Cathy’s initiative to raise the profile of horology generally and in particular the lack of training facilities and apprenticeships nation-wide.  According to Cathy "if we don't get more publicity and certainly funding, this ancient and personally rewarding science of horology will go the way of so many eminent, traditional British industries and disappear forever. I for one am not going to allow that to happen easily. I see no reason why horology should not be included, for instance, within the ordinary syllabus of many colleges nation-wide, not just left to the disadvantaged or those who have to raise thousands of pounds themselves or via local corporate sponsorship for their apprenticeship". 

 “The more people we get on board the better.  While places exist at St. Loye’s Foundation in Exeter, for those of us who are disadvantaged in some way, there are fewer and fewer training facilities nation-wide generally.  This particular issue forms the core of my campaign to raise awareness of this wonderful age-old craft. So, add your name to the growing list of us who are actively doing something about it and join the ‘Time for a Change’ campaign.  If you have a health problem, please come along to one of the open days at St. Loye’s, take a look around and have a chat with us.  Whether you have a health problem or not, you can still help us to regenerate, promote and rejuvenate this noble profession”.
  Cathy has recently been honoured to receive the congratulations and the full support of Her Royal Highness, The Princess Royal for her work in this field.  She has also just established a women’s branch of the profession, W.A.T.C.H. ‘The Women’s Association for Training & Careers in Horology’.  If you would like further information relating to Cathy’s campaign or to horology generally, please log onto Cathy’s web-site: www.theclockdoctor.co.uk  or contact her at ‘PrimeTime of Exeter’, The Delta Centre, Verney St. Exeter. 01392 207707

Are you playing to win or are you only taking part in the game?

ANY OLD PIANO?
After many years of sterling service, the piano in St. Mary’s Church Hall has reached the end of its useful life. No longer will it lead the musical side of the many activities that take place regularly in the Hall. It has sadly been pronounced un-tuneable.

The Parochial Church Council are therefore looking for a replacement and are hopeful that somewhere in Willand there is a piano in good condition that is presently redundant and that would welcome a new home. It would be guaranteed a new life with regular use and an interesting role. Could anyone who thinks they have the answer please contact the undersigned?  Thank you,            Bill Haldane

The art of living is to live long and to die feeling young.

FRIENDS OF COLDHARBOUR MILL, UFFCULME

For those of you who receive your magazines early - there will be a steam up at the Mill for the August Bank Holiday, i.e. the Sunday and Monday 28th and 29th. On the Sunday, the Friends will be organising cream teas at the end of the Mill yard, in what is now called "The Old Stables". 

On Sunday 4th September of course, we will be having our Country Fair at Bridwell Park, Uffculme (courtesy of Lord and Lady Ivar Mountbatten). 10am to 6pm.   I am not sure what the situation is at this point in time if you wish to have a stall but you may still be lucky so phone the Mill 01884 840960 for any available space. Regarding the Friends' stalls, it is never too late to phone Kathleen on 01884 840359 (unless it is September 6th!!!) if you wish to help on same. As mentioned last time, proposals are to have the usual produce stall, book stall and a small bric-a-brac stall and there will also be a GOOD tombola stall. Contributions to any of these stalls will be very much appreciated and can be left at the Mill Shop but if you have items for the Produce Stall, please contact Frances Hilson (01884 841421), otherwise contact Kathleen as above if you are volunteering. The Friends will also be running a Refreshment Tent needing yet more volunteers, plus of course any donations of cakes, etc. for same, which will be gratefully received. The Country Fair is the Mill's major fund raiser and really needs all the support available. 

THURSDAY (please note) 29th September is the Friends' "At Home" evening - the Committee's "Freebie" for Friends as a 'thank you' for their help, etc. during the year.  Refreshments as usual plus items of interest but we may have some money off you for the inevitable raffle!!  7.30pm start. 

FRIDAY - 28th October is an evening of interest - full details not yet available but more in next issue. If your next magazine does not come out until November, and you might wish to attend, please ring Kathleen around the 1st October for information. 

THURSDAY - 24th November - An interesting evening once again with Dorothy Lomas, who has kindly offered to come along to the Mill to tell you more re the Fox Legacy and Archives.   She was unable to impart as much information as she would have liked last year due to lack of time, so this will be a follow up of that evening. Tickets £5. to include buffet. 7.30pm start. 

SATURDAY - 3rd December will be our annual Christmas Coffee Morning from 10.30a.m. Usual stalls and a Christmas Raffle. You will note that we are continuing with the alternate Thursday/Friday evening arrangements but I would mention that the Bar-B-Q/Skittles evening was not that well attended and those who did come were not those who had requested the change !!!!!!!!!!!    So we shall see what happens for the next three evenings.        MARGOT SHERGOLD

Real love begins where nothing is expected in return.

LETTER TO THE ED.  Dear Brian, You may be interested to hear that I was involved in the three-car crash on Friday evening, at the junction of Old Village and Silver Street, just near my house. I was waiting at the junction to turn right, when a car coming from my left started to turn into Old Village, apparently not seeing a white Vectra approaching from the Wellington direction. This driver took avoiding action, ploughed into the front of my car, swinging it through more than 90 degrees and coming to rest against the give-way sign. He also struck the turning car. No-one was badly hurt, although one driver had a broken collar bone (or dislocated shoulder). However, when the police came to take my statement, I told them I had had small glass of wine about an hour ago. So he had to breathalyse me. Unfortunately, I could not blow well enough to operate the machine, so I was arrested and taken to Exeter police station. Fortunately, the machine there was easier to use, so I was able to produce enough puff and as it showed a zero reading, I was released and brought home again. (My fifteen 
year old grandson thinks it is a pity I wasn't locked in a cell and don't have a mug-shot to show for it.!!                                                                  Phyllis

A little inaccuracy sometimes saves a ton of explanation.

WILLAND GARDEN CLUB

Our visit to Hestercombe Gardens in June went very well, in spite of the exhausting heat. However, this was alleviated by the lovely ice creams they sell. Since our last visit there, some of the walks have been extended and a new restaurant / café area added. We had a very tasty lunch beforehand at the Wyevale Garden centre, just outside Taunton.

By the time this magazine comes out, we will have held our Annual Flower and Vegetable Show. We would like to encourage more people to enter, as it is very much a Village show for amateur gardeners, so please let us know if you have any suggestions to make it appeal to more people. A lot of preparation work goes on beforehand and the Show has been an important annual event in the village for many years, so it would be a pity if it were not held through lack of interest.

At our September meeting on 14th September, the talk will be on winter pots. We have a coffee morning on 24th September and our October talk will be on the history of British trees. Visitors are always welcome to come along to any of our meetings.                                                                                    Carol Allan 33828

WILLAND FLOWER AND VEGETABLE SHOW 

The recent hot weather led to a dearth of flowers and vegetables in some classes, as they had already finished before the 13th August. However, we still had a very good show, with several new entrants. We were especially pleased with the high number of entries of paintings and embroidery from Willand Art Group, which made a very eye-catching display and demonstrated the wealth of talent we have around us. It was also encouraging to have several children’s entries

.

Our Treasurer, Brian Carlson, did very well with his fuchsias (not surprising as he is Chairman of a fuchsia society!) and Mrs Marjorie Chapman made a good impression with her produce items. Linda Alexander, from Uplowman, put in a large number of entries, gaining her two awards and Mr G.A. Cooke, from Willand, gave her some good competition. Mr and Mrs Nichols from Tiverton produced their usual excellent floral arrangements, with Ros taking the Certificate in Floral Art for her foliage arrangement in a flowerpot. 

Thank you to Roy Bussell, who kindly stepped in at short notice when the judge for vegetables didn’t arrive, and to our other judges, Mr Stone (Flowers), Mrs Shere (Produce), Mrs Chappell (Crafts), Mrs Stone (Flower Arrangements), Mr Chivers (Photography) and Mr Kemble (Paintings).

Thank you also to all the helpers in the kitchen, those who helped prepare and then clear away the Hall, the stewards, draw helpers & contributors and all the exhibitors who worked so hard to make the day a success. The Show takes a lot of time and hard work to organise so it is very gratifying when the village supports it.                                                                                             Carol Allan
THE SPIDER - A SECRET AGENT 

A dark, shady place, where no-ones been, 

Hides the secret agent spider, completely unseen.

Under the weeping willow, in the tall untouched grass

Or the shadowed hollow beneath the human path.

Such perfect places to set his lethal trap. Swift as a bird expecting eggs,
He works diligently, until his masterpiece is at last complete.

Unaware, the prey closes in. The spider pounces, swift and fast, 

His mission is now complete!!

As the dawn becomes forever nearer, the spider’s web becomes ever clearer.
Suddenly, under the primrose sun, the web gleams and sparkles.

Like a silk dress without stitches, precious and delicate, like a diamond necklace With pride of place in a jewellers shop. The agent’s secret is revealed.

TWO & ½  BLANK PAGES  FOR A SCANNED TIVERTON DIRECTORY
Drowning problems in an ocean of information 
is not the same as solving them.

AND FINALLY – THE TIVERTON & DISTRICT DIRECTORY
Frank Clarke, one of our senior, long-standing ‘locals’, lent me a copy of the above-named publications recently. It lists, rather like the old ‘Kelly’s’ Directories, the names of all householders (there seemed very few females in that category) living in all the local parishes. It also contains advertisements for local businesses but there is no mention anywhere in its pages of a date. It’s probably nearly eighty years old and very fragile but as you will have seen on the previous pages, there is mention of Park Street, which began construction in 1926 but no Fir Close, which was finished by 1939. Someone, I’m sure, will recognise a name together with a house and be able to pinpoint the actual year it was published.  James Morrison, on 01884 250057, would appreciate hearing from you to put the record straight for the History Group, or you can ring me on 34111.                 Ed.       
